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Conducting Onboard Drills
Added to Video Safety Training Series

The seventh title in the internationally recognized Marine Survival Equipment Training
Program has been released by John Sabella & Associates, Inc. Titled Conducting Onboard Drills,
the 17-minute instructional video is designed to assist vessel owners and operators in preparing
their crews for coping with potential emergencies and in meeting new federal regulations.

Produced by John Sabella & Associates, Inc. of Port Townsend, Washington, the program
includes footage shot aboard fishing vessels in the Bering Sea, oil tankers, blue water tugs and river
towing operations. It delineates the importance of crew preparation and practice in responding to
potential emergencies, the role of the skipper or leader, mechanisms for developing emergency
plans, and detailed procedures for conducting abandon ship and fire drills.

The Commercial Fishing Industry Vessel Safety Act now requires the operators of fishing
vessels working beyond the Boundary Line to drill crewmembers once each month. Failure to
comply can result in a fine of $5,000 per crewmember for each month in which crew failed to
receive instruction. Although hands-on practice is essential for meeting the regulations and
effectively preparing crewmembers, videotape is a versatile and effective educational medium that
can be utilized during crew meetings, meal breaks or shoreside safety orientations.

Conduction Onboard Drills is an important reference for supervisors charged with leading
training sessions, and provides crewmembers with valuable insights into emergency response
procedures. Other elements of the series include 12- to 17-minute programs titled Inflatable Life
Rafts, Immersion Suits, Personal Flotation Devices, EPIRBS, Visual Distress Signals and
Emergency Radio Procedures, and the 96-page Cold Water Survival Handbook. Intended for
commercial vessel operations and blue water recreational boats, the materials have been produced in
response to requests from vessel owners for concise reference tools that can be factored into routine
shipboard operations.

The program is available as a two-DVD set at $350. Individual titles on VHS videotape are
$39.95 each.


