STEVE RIXGMAN [ THE SEATTI T TIHES
Bob Thorstenson displays the docemenlanes ke
frrocheced on the Novth Facifre fishing imdusiny.
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Seattle man’s project documents industry history

By HAL BERNTON
Saphile Tisea 25 radorfer

When Bob Therstenson retired =5 pres:-
dent of leicle Senfeods, ke was flled snth
restless energy to documeant the roots of
the famed Alaska fisheries.

He tracked down blm footage and coc-
nered friends and collengues wha still could
recall the dave when sailboals fished Bristol
Bay's sockeye run, salmon pirates — hris-
thing ar the domivation of Scaftle proces-
gors — raided foating hah traps off Fetchi-
kan, and the first langliner achooners boft
Ballard to chase Alnaka halibut.

The indusiry et emerged from those
enrly daps now ranke &g 2 global concem,
with ananual progessing revenues that top
more than $2 hillion. The Fl-year-old Thor-
stenson helped build that industry in 2 half-
cenhory career Lhat took him from his hoy-
bood home in Point Roberts, Whatcom
County, to Southeast Alasio and bk to Se-
alile,

Bt i boie by huis research in 1994, he

feared el mech of the mdustry hastory
waz shpping away as obl-lmers aged and
eliesl.

Thorstenson persusded John Sabella, a
Seattle fisheries consultant, writer and pro-
ducer, to share his passion. "He started
commang around my on a regular basis,
always unannounced,” Sabella recalls, “He
would have an old newspaper clipping and
sdy, “You ol L look at tus, We got to make
a viglen,” ™ Sabella cocalls, "And he just kept
coming back.”

Thedr partnership wae linnched ae The.
stenson hattled with Porlinson's diseags,
which steadily haz ernded hiz ability 1o
speak. But for the past nime years, the part-
nership has persevernad,

The two men tracked down more than 70
fshing-industry  pioneers, who olfered
lengihy mterviews réetorded on vides and
ranscTibed - on paper. They  scarched
through old corporate Blcs, sllecs sml -
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